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they voted for me, I would be a fighter; 
and I don’t intend to let them down. 

If the new President comes for the 
Muslims, I will be a Muslim. If they 
come for Planned Parenthood, I will 
stand with Planned Parenthood. When 
they deny climate science, I will make 
my voice heard. 

I will use whatever peaceful means 
available to make sure the words and 
the actions of our new President do not 
become the new mainstream and nor-
mal in America. 

That, Mr. Speaker, is why I will not 
be here for Inauguration Day and why 
I will be marching with my wife and 
with a million women from across this 
country. 

f 

THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT—DO 
NO HARM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. BERA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BERA. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
not as a Member of Congress, but as a 
doctor. When I graduated medical 
school and took that oath, there are 
two core ethics that we take when we 
take that oath: to do good. And that is 
exactly what we tried to do when this 
body passed the Affordable Care Act. It 
was about doing good. It was about giv-
ing people basic access to health care. 
That is a good thing. 

The Affordable Care Act is not per-
fect, but let’s keep doing good. Let’s fix 
it. Let’s address the cost of health 
care. Let’s make sure people can afford 
their medications. That is doing good. 

Another core ethic that we take 
when we enter the profession of medi-
cine as a physician is to do no harm. If 
this body repeals the Affordable Care 
Act, we are going to harm 20 million 
Americans that now have access to 
health care that didn’t have it prior to 
the Affordable Care Act. We shouldn’t 
do harm. 

Let me put it into real context. I am 
a primary care internist. My wife is 
also a primary care internist. You can 
tell we have exciting conversations at 
our house. I was asking her the other 
day what the Affordable Care Act 
meant to her as a physician, and she 
was sharing a story of a patient that 
she had cared for for years. 

This was a patient that had diabetes 
and hypertension, high blood pressure. 
We know these are silent killers. If you 
don’t control your diabetes, if you 
don’t control your blood pressure, it 
can have devastating consequences 
leading to heart attacks, leading to 
strokes. It is one of the leading causes 
of death in America. But if you control 
it, you can prevent all of these ill-
nesses and people can live a normal, 
healthy life. 

So my wife—she is a very good doc-
tor—had her patient under good con-
trol. The patient stopped coming in to 
see her—maybe the patient moved 
away or something happened—for a 
couple of years. And then about 2 years 
ago, the patient came back in. Once 

she came in, her blood sugars, her dia-
betes was out of control; her blood 
pressure was out of control. 

My wife looked at this patient and 
just said: Well, what happened? How 
come you stopped taking your diabetes 
medicine? How come you stopped tak-
ing your blood pressure medicine? 

She said: Well, Doc, in the recession, 
I lost my job. I lost my health insur-
ance coverage. I couldn’t get the medi-
cations. 

And then she said: But you know 
what? With the Affordable Care Act 
with Covered California, I was able to 
get health insurance again. I was able 
to come in and see you. 

It wasn’t too late for this patient. My 
wife was able to get her back on her 
medications, get her back on her blood 
pressure medicine, get her blood pres-
sure and diabetes under control, and, 
hopefully, there is no permanent dam-
age. 

But if we do harm and repeal the Af-
fordable Care Act, we are going to do 
irreparable damage to 20 million and 
more Americans who are just like this 
patient, who need their health care 
covered, who need their access to medi-
cations. That is what this is about. 

Mr. Speaker, let’s do what we are 
trained to do as physicians and what 
this body should do. Let’s do good by 
making sure people have better cov-
erage, affordable coverage, and better 
access to health care. Let’s definitely 
make sure we do not do any harm by 
repealing the Affordable Care Act. 
Let’s make sure we fix it and make it 
better. 

f 

STATE SPONSORS OF TERROR RE-
VIEW ENHANCEMENT ACT—115TH 
CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. YOHO) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, today I will 
reintroduce my bill, the State Sponsors 
of Terrorism Review Enhancement Act. 
This legislation passed the full House 
last Congress unanimously. I hope this 
Chamber will once again take up this 
commonsense legislation and pass it as 
soon as possible. 

The designation of a foreign govern-
ment as a ‘‘State Sponsor of Ter-
rorism’’ is one of the United States’ 
most powerful statements that we can 
give on another statement. 

Besides imposing sanctions, the 
stamp of ‘‘State Sponsor of Terrorism’’ 
labels a state untouchable to the inter-
national community. 
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This pariah status is much deserved 
as these are states that support the 
killing of innocent people as a matter 
of policy. 

Under current law, in order for a 
state to be delisted, the President of 
the United States only needs to certify 
that the country being considered for 
delisting has not engaged in supporting 
terrorism for a paltry 6 months. We are 

talking 6 months to be delisted. Con-
sidering the heinous acts of violence 
these countries have supported in the 
past, we should not be allowing them 
to be delisted after only 6 months. 

To address this, my legislation will— 
and, again, it passed last Congress 
unanimously—quadruple the time a 
designated country must refrain from 
sponsoring terrorism, before the Presi-
dent can remove it from the sponsor 
list, from 6 to 24 months; increase con-
gressional oversight by doubling the 
time Congress has to review the Presi-
dent’s proposed removal from 45 to 90 
days; establish a uniform process 
through which Congress can disapprove 
of the President’s decision to remove a 
country from that list; and require the 
administration to notify and brief Con-
gress upon initiating a review of a des-
ignated country’s potential removal 
from the list. 

This legislation will assert congres-
sional scrutiny and oversight and hope-
fully bring to an end politically moti-
vated delistings. Successive adminis-
trations—both Republican and Demo-
crat alike—delisted countries based on 
their presidency’s legacy rather than 
the facts. This will stop absurd 
delistings like that of North Korea in 
2008. 

North Korea was delisted in exchange 
for their promises of dismantling their 
nuclear program. However, 9 years and 
5 nuclear tests later, they remain off 
the list. This rescission from the list 
has enabled North Korea to engage in 
supporting terrorism abroad. By in-
creasing the amount of time for a state 
to not be engaged in terrorism and in-
creasing congressional oversight and 
scrutiny, my legislation will not allow 
mistakes such as this delisting of 
North Korea’s to take place. 

I want to remind people that this 
passed unanimously, and we hope that 
we will get the support again. 

f 

SECRETARY OF EDUCATION 
NOMINEE BETSY DEVOS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Ohio (Mrs. BEATTY) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I come 
to the House floor today to join my 
colleagues from the great State of 
Ohio. I come here because we have a 
statement that we want to make to 
voice to not only the citizens of Ohio 
but to this great country. 

I am honored to join Congresswoman 
MARCY KAPTUR and Congresswoman 
MARCIA FUDGE, two women who have 
been in the battle for our citizens, but, 
more importantly, for our students, for 
education, and for our teachers. 

So today, Mr. Speaker, I demand that 
Betsy DeVos, President-elect Trump’s 
nominee for Secretary of Education, 
repay the $5.3 million—yes, Mr. Speak-
er, I am going to say that again—$5.3 
million in fines owed by her political 
action committee, All Children Matter, 
to my home State of Ohio. 
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